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APPENDIX 1: TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE PEOPLE’S COVID INQUIRY
The People’s Inquiry is tasked to look at the urgent lessons to be learned from this 
coronavirus pandemic. At the time of writing (January 2021), the total of excess deaths 
from Covid since the start of the pandemic has exceeded 100,000. The shocking scale of 
this tragic loss of life was avoidable. We need to know why. The Government has failed to 
learn from mistakes and has not agreed to a public inquiry. Mistakes are being repeated 
and more avoidable deaths are lost.

The Inquiry will examine the events of the pandemic and identify the lessons to learn, 
both positive and negative. It will look at the context for the NHS and social care at the 
outset from January 2020. Both successes and the failures will be explored, so that the 
important lessons can be learned and the consequences avoided in future. 

The NHS when fully funded, well-staffed and equipped has been the pride of Britain. The 
NHS and public health as previously conceived should have been in the best position to 
support the safety and health of the population. 

The Inquiry will look at:

a) the extent to which the NHS, including public health, based on its founding principles 
would have been enabled to respond differently.

b) Issues on health inequalities, community and GP services, mental health and social 
care will also be examined, including the extent to which vulnerable sectors of society 
have been protected or let down.

c) The impact of the pandemic, policies and decisions at Government level and their 
implementation.

The evidence will provide the basis for conclusions and recommendations on the 
provision of health and social care in England, including the future funding and 
organisation of the National Health Service and the need for a national service for care, 
support and independent living.

January 2021
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APPENDIX 2: PEOPLE’S COVID INQUIRY 
WITNESSES GIVING ORAL TESTIMONY 
The YouTube links go to the start of each 
individual’s testimony. 

Jean Adamson, Covid-19 Bereaved Families 
for Justice

https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=6665

Raymond Agius, Professor Emeritus of 
Occupational and Environmental Medicine, 
University of Manchester

https://youtu.be/bRtKxm_5lno?t=2954

Oluwalogbon ‘Lobby’ Akinnola, Covid-19 
Bereaved Families for Justice

https://youtu.be/ReR5LtgyPxk?t=3209

Rachel Ambrose, NHS nurse in CAMHS (Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Service), 
convenor Nurses of Colour, Nurses United

https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=4441

Rehana Azam, National Secretary GMB Union

https://youtu.be/g1z6PNCGL5I?t=504

Michael Baker, Professor of Public Health, 
University of Otago, New Zealand

https://youtu.be/g1z6PNCGL5I?t=4586

 Michael Bimmler, Barrister in public law

https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=7995

Kirsty Brewerton, NHS Clinical Sister, and 
founder of Sitting Rooms of Culture

https://youtu.be/bRtKxm_5lno?t=4489

Rachel Clarke, Consultant in Palliative 
Medicine, Christopher House and NHS, 
author

https://youtu.be/Tb0UNPPlGlk?t=5885 

Ellen Clifford, National Steering Committee, 
Disabled People Against Cuts, author

https://youtu.be/Tb0UNPPlGlk?t=324

Anthony Costello, Professor of Global Health 
and Sustainable Development, University 
College London; former Director at WHO, 
member of Independent SAGE

https://youtu.be/g1z6PNCGL5I?t=2451

Kevin Courtney, Joint General Secretary 
National Education Union

https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=2161

Stephen Cowan, Leader of Hammersmith & 
Fulham Council 

https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=4560

Rosa Curling, Lawyer, co-founder of 
Foxglove, formerly of Leigh Day Solicitors

https://youtu.be/NrS6_GCXtDE?t=4050

Dr Michelle Dawson, NHS Consultant 
Anaesthetist, trustee Healthcare Workers’ 
Foundation charity (previously ‘Heroes’)

https://youtu.be/NrS6_GCXtDE?t=5990

Dr Chidi Ejimofo, NHS consultant in 
Emergency Medicine

https://youtu.be/bRtKxm_5lno?t=5711

Jo Goodman, Co-founder Covid-19 Bereaved 
Families for Justice 

https://youtu.be/UVIPRxdRx7Y?t=434

Deepti Gurdasani, Clin. epidemiologist & 
statistical geneticist, Snr Lecturer in Machine 
Learning, QMUL

https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=586 

Janet Harris, Sheffield Community Contact 
Tracing Group

https://youtu.be/g1z6PNCGL5I?t=5847 

https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=6652
https://youtu.be/bRtKxm_5lno?t=2954
https://youtu.be/ReR5LtgyPxk?t=3209
https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=4441
https://youtu.be/g1z6PNCGL5I?t=504
https://youtu.be/g1z6PNCGL5I?t=4586
https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=7995
https://youtu.be/bRtKxm_5lno?t=4489
https://youtu.be/Tb0UNPPlGlk?t=5885
https://youtu.be/Tb0UNPPlGlk?t=324
https://youtu.be/g1z6PNCGL5I?t=2451
https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=2161
https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=4560
https://youtu.be/NrS6_GCXtDE?t=4050
https://youtu.be/NrS6_GCXtDE?t=5990
https://youtu.be/bRtKxm_5lno?t=5711
https://youtu.be/UVIPRxdRx7Y?t=434
https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=586
https://youtu.be/g1z6PNCGL5I?t=5847
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Professor Sir David King, Chair of 
Independent SAGE

https://youtu.be/ReR5LtgyPxk?t=620

Kamlesh Khunti, Prof. of Primary Care 
Diabetes & Vascular Medicine, University 
of Leicester, member government advisory 
body SAGE; Chair of SAGE Ethnicity Sub-
Group; member of Independent SAGE

https://youtu.be/CE0-QfCOMXw?t=2300

Elaine Kinsella, Chartered psychologist, 
lecturer in psychology, University of Limerick, 
Ireland (with co-researcher Rachel Sumner)

https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=2710 

Dr John Lister, academic, author and 
campaigning health journalist

https://youtu.be/UVIPRxdRx7Y?t=5870 

Professor Sir Michael Marmot, Director, 
UCL Institute of Health Equity, Dept of 
Epidemiology and Public Health, UCL

https://youtu.be/UVIPRxdRx7Y?t=1361

David McCoy, Professor of Global Health 
Medicine, Institute of Population Health 
Sciences, QMUL; Centre for Health and the 
Public Interest

https://youtu.be/NrS6_GCXtDE?t=733

Martin McKee, Professor of European Public 
Health, member of Independent SAGE

https://youtu.be/Tb0UNPPlGlk?t=1929

Unjum Mirza, Secretary, Victoria Line Branch 
of ASLEF union

https://youtu.be/bRtKxm_5lno?t=553

Latifa Patel, NHS doctor, deputy chair BMA 
representative body (Personal Capacity)

https://youtu.be/CE0-QfCOMXw?t=4187

Clare Phillips, operations manager supported 
living services for adults with learning 
disabilities

https://youtu.be/Tb0UNPPlGlk?t=4505

Jonathan Portes, Professor of Economics & 
Public Policy at King’s College London, and 
former senior civil servant

https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=5384

Stephen Reicher, Professor of Social 
Psychology, University of St Andrews; 
participant in SPI-B (SAGE) and Advisory 
Group to Scottish CMO on Covid-19; member 
of Independent SAGE

https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=505 

Michael Rosen, author, poet, broadcaster, 
former Children’s Laureate, Covid survivor

https://youtu.be/NrS6_GCXtDE?t=198 

Dr Helen Salisbury, NHS GP, columnist for 
BMJ, Oxford University, teacher/trainer 
undergrad medical students and postgrad 
doctors

https://youtu.be/ReR5LtgyPxk?t=5835

Gabriel Scally, President Epidemiology and 
Public Health Section, Royal Society of 
Medicine, Visiting Professor of Public Health, 
University of Bristol, member of Independent 
SAGE

https://youtu.be/UVIPRxdRx7Y?t=4669

Jan Shortt, Gen. secretary National 
Pensioners Convention

https://youtu.be/ReR5LtgyPxk?t=4730 

Mary-Ann Stephenson, Director, Women’s 
Budget Group

https://youtu.be/CE0-QfCOMXw?t=672

Holly Turner, NHS children’s mental health 
nurse, CAMHS service, GMB union rep

https://youtu.be/UVIPRxdRx7Y?t=4019

https://youtu.be/ReR5LtgyPxk?t=620
https://youtu.be/CE0-QfCOMXw?t=2300
https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=2710
https://youtu.be/UVIPRxdRx7Y?t=5870
https://youtu.be/UVIPRxdRx7Y?t=1361
https://youtu.be/NrS6_GCXtDE?t=733
https://youtu.be/Tb0UNPPlGlk?t=1929
https://youtu.be/bRtKxm_5lno?t=553
https://youtu.be/CE0-QfCOMXw?t=4187
https://youtu.be/Tb0UNPPlGlk?t=4505
https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=5384
https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=505
https://youtu.be/NrS6_GCXtDE?t=198
https://youtu.be/ReR5LtgyPxk?t=5835
https://youtu.be/UVIPRxdRx7Y?t=4669
https://youtu.be/ReR5LtgyPxk?t=4730
https://youtu.be/CE0-QfCOMXw?t=672
https://youtu.be/UVIPRxdRx7Y?t=4019
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Rachel Sumner, Snr Lecturer in Psychology, 
School of Natural & Social Sciences, 
University of Gloucestershire (with co-
researcher Elaine Kinsella)

https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=2710 

Matt Western, MP for Warwick & Leamington 
– statement read out by Counsel 

https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=6324

Dr David Wrigley, GP in Carnforth, North 
Lancashire, Deputy Chair BMA, co-author 
‘NHS for Sale’ and ‘NHS SOS

https://youtu.be/NrS6_GCXtDE?t=2491 

Aliya Yule, Access to Healthcare organiser, 
Migrants Organise

https://youtu.be/CE0-QfCOMXw?t=5585

Zahra Ali (Fatima Az- Zahra Ali) School 
student 

https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=7078

https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=2710
https://youtu.be/_MmH8ABPAIw?t=6324
https://youtu.be/NrS6_GCXtDE?t=2491
https://youtu.be/CE0-QfCOMXw?t=5585
https://youtu.be/cp4tqXWOS3I?t=7079
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APPENDIX 3: ADDITIONAL VIDEO 
TESTIMONY SHARED WITH THE 
PEOPLE’S COVID INQUIRY
Our thanks to the following contributors:

Sandra Daniels, Chair of Reclaim Social 
Care (now renamed Action 4 Inclusion): 
‘During the pandemic, there was very 
little acknowledgement of the impact the 
pandemic restrictions were having on 
disabled women’

https://youtu.be/Tn10sjyhF6I 

Greg Dropkin, Merseyside Keep Our NHS 
Public activist and statistician, discusses the 
reasons he believes Government inaction 
caused thousands of unnecessary deaths.

https://youtu.be/AqtN4-OXNRo 

Dr Lola Fakoya-Sales GP registrar, who also 
worked shifts in A&E during the pandemic, 
talks about her heart-breaking experiences 
as the Covid pandemic hit.

https://youtu.be/3Rc_1IaqlYs 

Dr Phil Hammond, NHS doctor, journalist and 
comedy writer/performer talks about what 
the Government could have done differently 
and the need for the public inquiry.

https://youtu.be/35tdMRcznbU

Janet Harris talks about her experience as 
one of the founder members of the Sheffield 
Community Contact Tracers, a voluntary 
group.

https://youtu.be/fgKwpX8drwY 

Jatinder Hayre talks about his experiences 
as a medical student on the wards during 
the pandemic and where he thinks the 
Government went wrong.

https://youtu.be/eGctehtZ26E 

Lisa, social care worker, shares her reasons 
for stopping work as a social care worker. 
Shared with the Inquiry by the Stand Up For 
Social Care campaign organised by Unison 
North West.

https://youtu.be/AcfVdgYvCqk 

Marielle shares her experiences as a care 
worker. Shared with the Inquiry by the Stand 
up for Social Care campaign organised by 
Unison North West.

https://youtu.be/k1v89kUsmdQ 

Stacey Richardson, a paediatric nurse 
working in the NHS in the Northeast, talks 
about her experiences during the pandemic.

https://youtu.be/mOFPnYizgZ0 

James Skinner, Campaign and Programme 
Lead for Medact, a membership organisation 
for health professionals, talks about a range 
of issues impacting on migrants during the 
pandemic.

https://youtu.be/SohhSN3JmAE

Judy Stewart tells us about her experiences 
as part of a locally run initiative called the 
Sheffield Community Contact Tracers.

https://youtu.be/88DNvZ8yPWY

Dr Aaminah Verity who qualified as a GP 
during the pandemic, shares powerful 
testimony about life as a GP working in 
community and hospital settings. 

https://youtu.be/41-iAas2SKQ

Bob Williams-Findlay, disabled activist, gives 
his view on the Government’s failures during 
the pandemic.

https://youtu.be/zeOWk8_lmhE

Aliya Yule, Access to Healthcare organiser 
for Migrants Organise, talks about how deep 
distrust of the government and fear of data 
sharing is affecting take up of vaccines.

https://youtu.be/2oYg_KNUIAQ

https://youtu.be/Tn10sjyhF6I
https://youtu.be/AqtN4-OXNRo
https://youtu.be/3Rc_1IaqlYs
https://youtu.be/35tdMRcznbU%C2%A0
https://youtu.be/fgKwpX8drwY
https://youtu.be/eGctehtZ26E
https://youtu.be/AcfVdgYvCqk
https://youtu.be/k1v89kUsmdQ
https://youtu.be/mOFPnYizgZ0
https://youtu.be/SohhSN3JmAE
https://youtu.be/88DNvZ8yPWY
https://youtu.be/41-iAas2SKQ
https://youtu.be/zeOWk8_lmhE
https://youtu.be/2oYg_KNUIAQ
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APPENDIX 4: PRELIMINARY FINDINGS
Released 7th July 2021

Finding 1: Public health policy

1. There has been an inconsistent, ill-
prepared, and miscommunicated policy 
of measures to counter the pandemic. 
Government claims to be ‘following the 
science’ have been without foundation: 
Exercise Cygnus was ignored in 2017, 
public health principles are ignored 
through 2020 and 2021.

2. There has been a delay in recognising 
the gravity of the situation caused by a 
failure of leadership.

3. The deaths of 150,000 people, most 
of whom died needlessly, have been the 
result of incompetence; disrespect and 
arrogance prevented the Government from 
meeting bereaved families. Timings of 
lockdowns and failure to put in place travel 
restrictions and quarantine contributed 
significantly to accelerating the spread of 
Covid.

4. There was ongoing failure to heed 
fundamental public health principles, 
largely developed in the UK, of responding 
to infectious disease outbreaks (find, test, 
track, isolate with support). The Covid 
virus for the foreseeable future cannot be 
eradicated.

5. This has been compounded by cuts to 
public services in the preceding decade 
that negatively impacted population health 
resilience before the pandemic. Underlying 
poor health and pre-existing inequalities 
left the UK vulnerable, with England having 
the highest excess all-cause mortality 
rate among 23 European countries in the 
first five months of 2020. It resulted in 
increased mortality and hospitalisations, 

with these conditions being more common 
in deprived populations.

6. The Government failed to trust the 
public, treating them as the problem rather 
than part of the solution.

7. Vaccines alone cannot be relied on 
globally: the UK relying on a single strategy 
of vaccines, and the vaccine nationalism 
that goes with this, is undermining an 
effective pandemic policy – in the UK and 
internationally – variants are being allowed 
to spread.

8. There is still time for a coherent policy 
of elimination (of community transmission 
of the virus) and efforts to achieve local/
regional elimination as a necessary 
accompaniment to successful universal 
vaccination.

9. These measures would obviate the need 
to rely on nation-wide lockdown measures 
(as has been achieved in other countries 
– Australia is currently locking down 
areas where the Delta virus is spreading), 
damaging as they are to mental health, 
wellbeing and the economy.

10. The overwhelmingly unequal impact 
on the poor, the disabled, the Black, 
Asian and ethnically diverse communities 
and women is locked in to social and 
racial inequality, prejudice and economic 
disadvantage – these are strongly linked to 
the conditions of urban living.

Recommendation 1

That established public health measures, 
supported by WHO and known to be 
effective in lowering everyday risks, be 
urgently implemented in the UK, including:

a. Effective find, test, tract, isolate 
services with economic support for 
isolation and quarantine.
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b. Based in local public health and local 
authorities in liaison with an effective 
national public health system.

c. With effective protection against 
aerosol transmission by the wearing of 
masks and sensible social distancing in 
enclosed indoor spaces.

d. Employment of strict border measures 
for infection-control purposes.

Recommendation 2

That medium- to long-term health policy 
addresses social inequality, including 
overcrowding, poor quality housing, 
food insecurity, investing in recovery 
that tackles the root causes of health 
inequalities including:

a. Integrating health considerations into 
future housing and urban development 
with healthy housing and equitable 
access to public spaces for safe 
physical activity for travel or leisure to 
build future resilience.

b. Providing and regulating guidelines to 
ensure adequate ventilation in enclosed 
spaces, notably workspaces and 
schools.

Recommendation 3

That the UK fulfils its international 
obligations to prevent the spread of 
disease by ensuring global distribution 
of vaccines and support for technology 
transfer and IP waiver, and by the 
termination of vaccine nationalism.

Finding 2: Health of the population 
and a healthy economy

11. The NHS needed protecting because it 
has been appallingly run down.

12. A healthy economy depends on a 
healthy population. To present pandemic 
measures as a choice between the 
economy and the health of the population 
was at best misguided, and at worse, a 
deliberate attempt to sow division between 
the public and private sectors.

13. The most disadvantaged fared 
worse – their fate sealed by those social 
determinants of health in major part 
outside of healthcare and marked by social 
inequality.

The NHS should not have been left so 
weakened

14. The Inquiry heard how Government 
policy that imposed savage reductions on 
the NHS, primary care, social care, and 
public health, for over a decade in the 
name of austerity, led to a crippled health 
and social care system, in no state to cope 
with even the workload of normal times, 
let alone a pandemic. It is no wonder 
Government adopted the slogan ‘protect 
the NHS’; the NHS is here to protect the 
people, yet the people protected the NHS, 
and many paid for this with their lives. 
The Inquiry heard for example from Lobby 
Akinnola, whose healthy father died at 
home from Covid without ever being seen 
by a doctor, because he and his family 
followed Government advice which was 
to only call NHS 111. NHS 111 is a triage 
system, not a healthcare professional. Had 
Lobby’s father been seen by a doctor, and 
admitted to hospital, he might well be alive 
today. Is it any wonder those who gave us 
their personal testimonies were angry?
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Invest now for the future

15. A pandemic was anticipated; it 
was what led to Exercise Cygnus. Yet 
Government ignored the outcomes of its 
own exercise. Government let PPE stocks 
dwindle and degrade, and then denied 
there was a problem. At the very least this 
calls for an apology, and a transparent 
resolution to ensure the nation is better 
prepared in the future. This was what the 
UK did when it was crippled by WWII – it 
invested for a better future.

Public services for public benefit: an NHS 
for all

16. There has been high praise for the 
NHS, yet this rings hollow, when the NHS 
is being systematically undermined by 
a growing private healthcare sector. A 
substantial parallel private healthcare 
sector leads to progressive erosion of 
public healthcare by cherry-picking the 
easy cases and the worried well, and 
poaching staff, and leaving the public 
sector to provide training, and the care 
of those with long-term and complex 
conditions. Instead of investing in the NHS, 
the pandemic has been used to underwrite 
the private healthcare sector with public 
funds; Captain Tom, the centenarian who 
walked his garden again and again for 
the NHS would have been appalled to 
know that the £33 million he raised was 
but a small proportion of the public funds 
squandered on a private sector that took 
resources away from the NHS and failed 
to deliver. These actions have left the 
public service even weaker and even less 
prepared for the next challenge.

The pandemic provides both rationale and 
opportunity to invest in the NHS and a 
public sector health and care service that 
could once again be the envy of the world; 
the UK did this in 1948 and can lead the 
world again now. This investment includes 

not only hospital beds, but the workforce, 
primary care, diagnostic labs, social care, 
and public health. We do not dismiss the 
private sector, but to promote it in favour 
of the public sector does the nation a huge 
disservice and weakens us for the future.

Finding 3: The NHS and its staff

17. There have been dire repercussions on 
a public health system and infrastructure 
severely under-resourced prior to the 
pandemic.

18. The failure to maintain the NHS and 
social care meant they went into the 
pandemic on their knees (political ideology 
went above public welfare, Exercise 
Cygnus was ignored, and this policy 
persists).

19. Staff have been faced with clinical 
situations where they were unable 
through no fault of their own to provide 
the standard of care they know is safe. 
Staff witnessing greater deaths and 
injury and being unable to respond meant 
they sustained what the Inquiry heard 
described as ‘moral injury’.

20. The Inquiry heard that staff morale 
is in dangerous decline: in many cases 
exhausted staff are leaving or merely 
waiting for the chance to do so. This arises 
from long hours in dangerous conditions 
sustained over 16 months. Morale is 
further damaged by the derisory financial 
pay award below inflation.

21. What has become manifestly obvious 
to the panel is that both those who work 
within the service and the facilities have 
become exhausted and decimated by 
austerity policy predating the pandemic, 
by the overload of the pandemic itself and 
by a deliberate diversion of funds into the 
private sector.
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22. As a result the NHS has become a 
fractured and fragmented public service in 
dire need of urgent, effective reinvestment 
and commitment to it from Government to 
avoid the risk of impending collapse.

Recommendation 5

That it is possible, and urgent, to restore 
and grow NHS capacity and NHS staff 
morale with a statement of commitment 
to public services, backed up by urgent 
real terms restoration of level of funding 
to expand the NHS workforce and 
reinvigorate the publicly provided NHS and 
its workforce.

Finding 4: Funding of private sector 
at the expense of the NHS and 
public health

23. The UK public health infrastructure 
was sidelined because of an ideological 
fixation with the private sector despite 
obvious failures.

24. Procurement failed due to a culture 
of cronyism. There has been grotesque 
financial wastage, profiteering and 
unmonitored, even unlawful procurement. 
(Confirmed by NAO reports.)

25. The private route (e.g on PPE) has 
failed badly and cost lives. Restoration of 
NHS capacity must start immediately to 
achieve safe NHS care of all patients as 
soon as safely possible.

Recommendation 6

That the previously universally admired 
performance of the NHS can be restored 
if the Government ends its policy of 
bypassing and undermining public services 
in favour of contracts to the private sector 
on procurement and to provide clinical 
services for NHS patients in place of NHS 
provision.

Finding 5: Governance, 
transparency and accountability

26. The incompetence of Government 
ministers (the catalogue of bad decisions, 
dishonesty and cronyism) – Matt Hancock 
undeclared shares,*11contracts for 
contacts,**2circumstances of his resignation.

27. Centralisation of decision-making 
has been a failure – PPE procurement 
and distribution; public health policy of 
testing, contact tracing and isolation; block 
procurement of private hospital capacity; 
public health population measures including 
lockdown.

28. The prevailing needs expressed by 
citizens in terms of principle are:

a. Basic unvarnished truth and 
transparency by those responsible for 
policy: the public duty of candour.

b. An unreserved acceptance of 
responsibility.

c. Effective accountability entailing 
removal and potential prosecution, 
especially where there have been clear 
violations of the fundamental human 
rights enshrined by articles 2/3/6/8 of 
the ECHR or grossly negligent acts or 
omissions by Government or its agencies 
or where unlawful activity linked to the 
pandemic has been determined by the 
courts or by Select Committee of the 
House of Commons.

d. Apology and compensation where 
death, injury or loss of livelihood have 
ensued from unlawful activities.

* Matt Hancock owns shares in NHS-approved firm. BBC News. 
16 April 2021 (accessed 18 Nov 2021) https://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/uk-politics-56768601

** Damning emails that prove Matt Hancock misled the public 
about his friend’s Covid contract. Daily Mail online. 27 June 2021 
(accessed 18 Nov 2021) https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-9728949/The-damning-emails-prove-Matt-Hancock-
misled-public-friends-covid-contract.html

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-56768601
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-56768601
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9728949/The-damning-emails-prove-Matt-Hancock-misled-public-friends-Covid-contract.html
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Finding 6: Public judicial inquiry

Our prime finding, from the evidence we 
have heard from the public behaviour of 
politicians handling the pandemic, is that 
from the start it has been and continues to 
be a Government unfit for the purpose of 
safeguarding the health of the nation.

For four months the People’s Inquiry has 
steadfastly ensured that the voices of the 
bereaved, the experts and the citizens on 
the frontline have been heard, recorded 
and acknowledged. For four months 
we have done the job declined by the 
Prime Minister and which he has no real 
intention of carrying out when it matters 
most – which is right now – not when it is 
politically convenient for him some years in 
the future. 

This stark dereliction of public duty is 
compounded by a serious democratic 
deficit in which there is no effective 
challenge within the parliamentary system, 
nor respect shown by Government to 
accountability at law. Even when caught on 
camera it is brushed off until the individual 
at the heart of handling the pandemic 
finally capitulates when faced with the 
extraordinary catalogue of malpractice and 
untrammelled abuse of power linked to the 
pandemic.

Recommendation 7

An independent public Judicial Inquiry is 
needed NOW. This has been accomplished 
in the past and can be repeated.

Its object would be twofold:

1. to reinstate and reinforce the fading 
principles upon which our society is 
based – duty of candour; transparency; 
acceptance of responsibility; 
accountability; and trust; by 
establishing the truth about the advent, 

preparation, advice, decision-making 
and spread of the virus 
 
and

2. to examine and re-evaluate the policies 
best suited to combating this pandemic 
– in its current phase and in the  
future – and the underlying causes of 
the disproportionate impact upon the 
vulnerable and those in impoverished 
circumstances who are often most 
exposed to risk.
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