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HOW DID THE GOVERNMENT RESPOND?   

STATEMENT 

I (name) Professor Sir David King 

Job title/ role/ occupation     Founder and Chair, Centre for Climate Repair at Cambridge;  Affiliate 
Partner, SYSTEMIQ Limited; Senior Strategy Adviser to the President of Rwanda.  I am Chair of 
Independent SAGE. 

 
 
will say as follows:  I was Chief Scientific Adviser to the UK Government, 2000 – 2007, and in this 
capacity led the management of the FMD [Foot and Mouth Disease] outbreak in British farms, 2001; 
and also led the major study on global Infectious Diseases, a Foresight Report, published in 2006.  
This study engaged 340 experts from around the world, including Africa and China, over a two-year 
period and was reported to Government in 2006.  The report is still available on the Government 
Office for Science website.  It predicted that before 2030 a global pandemic would emerge from wild 
animals through mutation that would lead to a virus being accommodated to the human body.  Due 
to humans travelling widely by air, we predicted that within 3 months the virus would be in every 
country of the world. Suitable measures were put in place in the NHS and General Practices to cope 
with such an outbreak. 

 

I was involved in setting up Independent SAGE because I believe that science advice should be 
independent, open, honest and transparent.  By contrast when Sage was set up its membership was 
kept secret, and its advice was not available to the public.  IndieSAGE has always operated openly 
with the public. 

1. I make this statement for the purposes of the People’s Covid Inquiry, which is to be held on 
24 February.;  
 
 

2. I am able to attend and give evidence.  If unable to attend, I agree to my statement being 
considered by the Inquiry. 

 

3. What is your job/ role/ occupation – how long doing this for/ brief summary of background/ 
experience - if possible, attach CV to statement       
 



See statement 
 

 
4. What is your connection/ interest/ background/ experience relevant to the pandemic in 

England?  
 
As above 

 
 
 
5. How are you able to assist the Inquiry – what is you expertise/ knowledge/ specialism? 

 
I am a physical chemist, and was Head of the Chemistry Department at Cambridge University 
 
 

 
 

 
6. What in your view were the original vision and principles underpinning the NHS? 

 
To be answered in the enquiry. 
 
 
 

 
We have listed a number of questions for Session 2 
Areas which you might concentrate on are highlighted in red 

2.1 What would be the standard public health response expected when faced with an epidemic, as 
for example advocated by the WHO? 

2.2 How did the timing of lockdown in the UK compare with other countries? 
2.3 What should ‘lockdown’ mean in practice and on what basis can restrictions be relaxed? 
2.4 What consequences have stemmed from the timing of initial and subsequent ‘lockdowns’?  
2.5 Behavioural fatigue’ was used to justify delayed lockdown. Is there any basis for this? 
2.6 What are the elements need for constructing an effective ‘find, test, trace, isolate and support’ 

system? Are there good examples from other countries? 
2.7 What evidence is there that the Government sought to learn from other countries and 

international expertise and experience? 
2.8 What role have primary care services played in the response to the pandemic, and how might 

this have been different? 
2.9 How important is public health messaging to the public and how should it be formulated and 

communicated? 
2.10 What experience is there with contact tracing apps and how useful are they overall? 
2.11 Is there a rationale for testing asymptomatic people, and how could the effectiveness of 

such an approach be assessed? 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
Please briefly outline your testimony below or attach or reference an article which will provide the 
panel with relevant information.  
 
 
Independent SAGE statements & reports relevant to Sir David King’s testimony in Session 2 
STATEMENT ON THE MANAGEMENT OF NHS TEST AND TRACE (30/10/2020) 
https://www.independentsage.org/statement-on-the-management-of-nhs-test-and-trace/ 
 
FINAL REPORT ON FIND, TEST, TRACE, ISOLATE AND SUPPORT SYSTEM (18/6/2020) 
FTTIS-12.42-160620-names-added.pdf (independentsage.org) 
 
OVERALL STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT (12/5/2020) 
https://www.independentsage.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/The-Independent-SAGE-Report.pdf 
 
STATEMENT ON CHANGES TO GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE ON SHIELDING (30/6/2020) 
https://www.independentsage.org/independent-sage-statement-on-changes-to-government-guidance-on-
shielding/ 
 
STATEMENT ON THE NEW UK GOVERNMENT COVID MEASURES ANNOUNCED ON 22ND SEPTEMBER 
https://www.independentsage.org/independent-sage-statement-on-the-new-uk-government-covid-measures-
announced-on-22nd-september/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I confirm that the opinions I have expressed represent my true and complete professional 
opinions on the matters to which they refer.	

Sir David King                                                                 28.02.21 

-----------------------------    ----------------------------- 

SIGNED      DATE 

 
 
 
Please return to Inquiry@keepournhspublic.com 
 
 
Thank you 
Olivia O’Sullivan 
Secretary to the panel 
The People’s Covid Inquiry 
 
Inquiry@keepournhspublic.com 
07956590773 


